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Accomplishments

= Peace Corps Senegal Featured at FTF Event in
Washington, DC. On May 23, Peace Corps Senegal
representatives attended a Feed the Future event in
Washington, DC hosted by Peace Corps Director Aaron
Williams and USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah. Peace Corps
Senegal produced a Video illustrating the success of their
existing partnership with USAID. The event highlighted the
contributions of Peace Corps staff and volunteers to global
food security, emphasizing the importance of continued
partnership between the two agencies. Under a four year
Participating Agency Program Agreement (PAPA),
USAID/Senegal provides $1.57 million in support to Peace

Corps volunteers to help promote sustainable agricultural “We know that countries are more (ikely to
systems and improved nutrition, increasing the capacity of prosper when they encourage

partner communities to provide for their own food entrepreneurship; when they invest in their
security. infrastructure; and when they expand trade

and welcome investment.”

* Linking Community Based Service Providers to the Private - President Barack Obama,
Sector. USAID/Yaajeende sponsored a “Yaajeende Techno Announcement of the new ‘US Development
Fair” in Agnam Thiodaye, Matam, on May 22. The event Policy at the UN General Assembly,
linked the project’s Community Based Service Provider September 2010
(CBSP) network to private sector companies from the
Matam region and Dakar to facilitate working partnerships. Twenty-five private companies that provide
agricultural products and services as well as several companies that provide fortified foods attended the
technofair. The 55 CBSPs in attendance negotiated deals with the firms to distribute products to their
communities and receive commissions. Many of the participating businesses have conveyed their
appreciation for this event. In response, USAID/Yaajeende plans to sponsor at least two fairs each year in
each of the three regions of project intervention.

= Equipment Leasing Becomes a Reality in the Maize Value Chain. On May 22, USAID/PCE held an official
ceremony in Kaolack to donate six tractors, valued at $220,000 (110 million francs CFA), to beneficiaries who
met criteria involved in entering a lease agreement. One of the most significant constraints to scaling up
output and competitiveness of the maize value chain is access to modern agriculture equipment. USAID/PCE
provides financial coaching to a contingent of lead maize farmers and heads of producers groups, which
includes business plan development, investment legalization and formalization, registration under the
investment code, and tax exoneration acquisition. Each tractor recipient will continue to receive financial
coaching for at least 12 months to ensure their ability to financially manage their new investment.



Organizational Capacity Building for the Nerica Rain-fed Rice Seed Producers Network. From May 15-17,
USAID/PCE held a workshop in Kolda for members of the emerging Rain-fed Rice Seed Producers Network
(Reprosener). The 17 participants included Reprosener members from 14 seed producer organizations that
are all active in production of Nerica rice varieties in Kolda, Sedhiou, Ziguinchor and Kaolack. The workshop
focused on the network concept, the roles and responsibilities of network members, the fundamentals of
networking, plus the concept of good governance. This workshop also served to present and discuss a
financing mechanism specific to the Nerica seed network, as supported by the Senegalese National Fund for
Agricultural Credit (CNCAS).

Scholarship Program and Maintenance Funds for At-Risk Students. With the support of its Agricultural
Education Training and Research (AETR) institution partners, USAID/ERA has developed the implementation
plan to award Maintenance Funds for At-Risk students and Bourses d’Excellence scholarships. Both programs
will focus on assisting young women and other vulnerable student populations in leading careers in the
agriculture sector. USAID/ERA is currently in the process of setting selection criteria for reviewing and
awarding the funds — all of which will be done in close collaboration with its partner AETR institutions.

Upcoming Events

From June 13-14 USAID/PCE will hold a two-day forum on maize value chain competitiveness at Hotel Ngor
Diarama in Dakar. Attendees will include producers, consolidators, financial institutions, industrials and
consultants.

On June 15, USAID/PCE, in partnership with the agriculture insurance company CNCAS, will organize a one-
day workshop in Saint-Louis focused on the irrigated rice value chain seed producers network financing issue.

USAID/ERA will hold the Grand Opening of its Center for Innovation and Students Excellence program in early
July. The center will provide capacity building programs to all AETR partner institutions including academic
support, career search and management assistance, internship opportunities, linkages with the private
sector, future agronomists programs similar to USDA’s 4-H program, service learning and engagement within
rural agriculture communities, and partnerships and exchanges with US-based institutions.

USAID Wula Nafaa will inaugurate a cashew processing center for women in the Fatick region.

For more information visit: senegal.usaid.gov/ftf or www.feedthefuture.gov/country/senegal 2



