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Accomplishments

e USAID/Senegal Economic Growth Project is
providing private sector training on cereal grain
sales contract mechanisms and associated access to
finance for value chain performance.
Representatives of banks and microfinance agencies
operating in the Senegal River Valley learned
principles and practices for developing structured
contracts within cereals value chains, for example
between producers and consolidators or volume
buyers. The contracting mechanism increases the
functionality of a basic financial structure for
sustainable private sector investment and lending
within the rice value chain.

“We know that countries are movre (iRely to
prosper when they encourage
entrepreneurship; when they invest in their
infrastructure; and when they expand trade

e Community Governance Committee for Integrated and welcome investment.”

Lowland Area Resource Management, COGIRBAF
(Convention pour la gestion intégrée des ressource
du bas fond). As a follow-up to a three-day
Kedougou region workshop held in August, USAID
Wula Nafaa organized a September meeting to
reunite over 80 stakeholders including
representatives from 11 villages including village leaders, and technicians, ANCAR, CADL,
representatives of the government, as well as a USAID mission visiting on the final day of the
workshop. The workshop gave participants the opportunity to finalize the rules governing the
management of the new dike. All of the rules were developed by consensus and will be summarized in
the final COGIRBAF document.

President Barack Obama,

Announcement of the new ‘US Development
Policy at the UN General Assembly,
September 2010

e USAID/COMFISH project management team meets with key partners to validate the selection of
target investment species/stocks. Participants in the meeting included the Senegalese Ministry of
fisheries, fishery sector professional associations/organizations, NGOs, research institutes, donors, and
other stakeholders. The following species/stocks were selected: sardinellas (yaboye), bonga shad
(cobo), white shrimp (sippah), octopus (yarankha) and the grouper (thiof). In addition, partners jointly
strategized ways in which to maximize efficiencies and impacts. The USAID/COMFISH project team
informed participants of first year progress and requested feedback on the second year work plan for
the purpose of obtaining buy-in and long-term collaboration. This event was closely followed by the
October 4th opening of the project’s Joal office.



For more information visit: senegal.usaid.gov/ftf

USAID | YAAJEENDE September 22nd project launch in the region of Kedougou. This launch was
attended by 13 administrative and local authorities of the region, 21 technical service staff, 16 elected
officials and 13 project and NGO partners. The project presentation generated exchange between
Kedougou area participants and the USAID | YAAJEENDE team and widely publicized nutrition and
agriculture objectives, the approach and expected results, among others. A tasting of nutritious local
meals was organized to demonstrate the potential of domestic food crop, fruits and wild food.

Technical Training in Land Grant Agricultural Outreach at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University. Fourteen professors, researchers and instructors from USAID/Education and Research in
Agriculture (ERA), and partner agricultural education, training and research institutions received their
second level training in outreach and extension as practiced in the US. The group visited six agricultural
extension stations throughout Virginia and the Virginia Seed Foundation which provides certified seed
to growers in the State. The group will also visited youth and community programs involved in
agricultural extension. The purpose of this training is to adopt approaches to outreach and to forge
future relationships for anticipated research to be undertaken in Senegal as a result of USAID/ERA
funding.

West Africa Seed Alliance (WASA) Senegal project produced a train-the-trainers handbook for
upcoming seed controllers training. The handbook outlines disease and weed control specific to
Senegal’s rice varieties and will be extended through the trained controllers to 150 seed producers in
the near future.

Technical Training in Pedagogy and e-Learning at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University.
A group of seven professors, researchers and instructors from Senegalese agricultural education,
training and research institutions continued technical training in teaching and course design using the
latest electronic teaching technologies. This group received hands-on training with the tools and the
pedagogical approaches used to deliver on-line instruction. The goal of this training is to improve the
effectiveness in teaching courses in agricultural technical, commercial and research fields.

US African Development Fund in Senegal extends reach of the FTF initiative through grant
agreements. Hard to reach and vulnerable farmers will benefit from almost $180,000 in grant funding
over the next two years. Grants will supply working capital, irrigation equipment and technical support
needed to increase rice cultivation land surface and yield. Two village farmers’ associations in the
proximity of St Lewis, 83 men and woman member total, are planning activities based upon a value
chain approach to increase rice sector productivity from seed to market.

Radio Broadcasts assure broad dissemination of proper rice harvest and post-harvest techniques. In
southern Senegal, upland rice harvests are expected to begin soon. Therefore, USAID/PCE hosted radio
broadcasts on RTS Tambacounda (national radio) and Bamtaaré Velingara, a community radio station,
to remind farmers about proper harvesting techniques. Listeners learned about the proper steps to
avoid over-maturation and to dry the harvest in case of unexpected late rains. A follow-up broadcast
will occur in a month’s time to share tips on proper cutting, drying and storage methods.

USAID/Senegal’s Economic Growth Project (PCE) sponsors a Senegal Ministry of Agriculture led
progress review of agricultural law implementation. In the context of USAID support to ensure
effective implementation of Senegal’s Agro-Sylvo-Pastoral Law (LOASP), the September 23rd — 25th
retreat will lead to the finalization of Senegal’s Annual Agriculture Report. Committee members now



plan a national workshop to validate the Annual Agriculture Report and to elaborate a Work Plan
toward the formulation and adoption of regulations.

e Journalists learn about USAID support to the maize Value Chain. On September 21st and 22nd,
USAID/PCE organized a two day event in Kaolack to familiarize representatives of national media with
the context and strategy of USAID’s maize value chain activities. The event gathered 11 journalists (9
from mass media, 2 from specialized media) and maize value chain stakeholders (consolidators,
industrials, financial institutions, and seed and equipment providers). Journalists interacted with
project staff and private sector partners to learn about the challenges to developing a viable local
supply of maize to meet the quality requirements of the animal feed and food industries (worth over
100,000 tons per year). The group visited three maize production sites.

Upcoming Events

USAID/COMFISH official project launch to be held on October, 19

USAID Wula Nafaa to work with Direction Regional du Development Rural — DRDR of Kaolack,
Tambacounda, Fatick and Kédougou to conduct an estimation and comparison of agriculture yields of
maize, millet and sorghum grown with and without the techniques of conservation farming.

USAID Wula Nafaa will host a farmer-to-farmer volunteer to implement the "Safe Use Action Plan"
(SUAP) of PERSUAP (Pesticide Evaluation Report & Safe Use Action Plans).

USAID/ERA is expected to finalize arrangements with USAID/PCE and ENSA on the Master’s Program in
Value Chain Management, integrating PCE, Wula Nafaa, Yaajeende, and Comfish projects as case studies
and field trips destinations.

USAID/ERA is expected to begin developing plans for introducing Seed Breeding courses at ENSA.

USAID/Yaajeende offers Agriculture Technologies Workshop October 3rd-7th. The Tambacounda
workshop is focusing on new technologies with significant transfer potential.

CAADP Trainings to be held in Dakar: On October 10th - Non-State Actor (NSA) “CAADP Dialogue

Platforms” Partnership and on October 31st - CAADP Climate-Smart Agriculture Program Design
Workshops.

For more information visit: senegal.usaid.gov/ftf



