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Accomplishments

Training on contracting and finance for value chain
performance. From September 27-30, representatives of
banks and microfinance agencies operating in the
Senegal River Valley will participate in a USAID/Senegal’s
Economic Growth Project (PCE) led training on the
principles and practices for developing structured
contracts within cereals value chains and also to examine
the basic financials and investment and lending
opportunities within the rice value chain.

Technical Training at Virginia Technical University.
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Senegalese partner institutions.

Development Credit Authority Guarantees. Last week, USAID/Senegal signed three new Development
Credit Authority (DCA) guarantees with EcoBank, Partenariat pour la Mobilisation de I'Epargne et le
Crédit au Sénégal (PAMECAS), and Mutuelle d'Epargne et de Crédit de la Fédération des Groupements et
Association des Femmes Productrices de Saint-Louis (MEC/FEPRODES). Through this mechanism,
USAID/Senegal intends to encourage financial institutions to lend working capital and serve capital
investment needs at competitive rates to un-banked sectors of the population. Two of the guarantees
provide fifty percent guarantees for loans given to small businesses and individual borrowers working in
agricultural value chains. The third guarantee allows FEPRODES, a 21,000 active member women'’s
cooperative, to use the guarantee as collateral in “shopping-around” for local institutions offering the
best lending terms.

State Department’s Acting Deputy Coordinator for Diplomacy, Feed the Future visits USAID/Senegal
sites. In conjunction with his presentation at the L’Aquila Food Security Initiative Meeting Jonathan
Shrier visited several USAID/Senegal project sites in the Senegal River Valley. He witnessed examples of
improved seed production, aromatic rice varieties, milling, consolidation and commercialization
arrangements, private-sector driven farmer outreach schemes, and links to credit. He presented at and



participated in the September L’Aquila Food Security Initiative (AFSI) meeting with fresh impressions
from the visits. During the AFSI meeting wherein the group focused on reaching investment outcomes
the Government of Senegal volunteered to practice the “managing for development results” approach.

Upcoming Activities

= USAID/Senegal’s Economic Growth Project (PCE) will organize a visit with national media (TV, radio and
press) and maize value chain investors in the field. This event will both improve the understanding of
journalists of the challenges, approaches and successes to date in the maize value chain while also
contributing to USAID’s communications goals.

= USAID/PCE personnel will lead two radio broadcasts informing listeners about Nerica variety upland rice
in the Southern Forest Zone (Tambacounda and Velingara). The broadcasts reach rural households and
will provide guidance on basic technical measures and know-how such as harvest and post-harvest
management practices and methods for reducing risks of loss from birds.

= Peace Corps Volunteers will provide nutrition training in the Kolda region in October in collaboration
with the local health intermediary. Fifty women will learn how to make a nutritional porridge called
Ceramine (a combination of local products including corn, millet, beans, rice, and peanuts) that has
nutritional benefits for the undernourished. The training approach includes follow-up meetings to verify
that trainees understand the nutritional properties of the porridge and preparations.
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